
 

 

 

HISTORY IN THE MAKING 
THE GROWTH OF THE CITY OF WEST HAVEN 

                                                 

 

2006-CURRENT 
 

Brian Melaney  was elected as Mayor of West Haven City in the November 2005 
munic ipa l elect ion.   To date,  August 2006,  Mayor  Melaney has shown great  leadersh ip 
abi l i t y,  wi th an honest ,  s traight forward yet  respect ful  leadership style .  He has an open 
door ph i losophy and has a lready shown residents that they can count  on him to address 
their  concerns.  There are two suggest ion boxes at  the c i ty o ff ice that no-one except 
Mayor Melaney has access to.  He reads and responds to a l l  suggest ions he receives.  In 
the shor t t ime that  Mayor Melaney has been in of f ice he has met w ith Governor 

Huntsman,  taken a hands on leadersh ip ro le  in sett ing into mot ion act iv i t ies that  w i l l  hopeful ly resu lt  in 
get t ing certa in st reets widened and traf f ic l ights insta l led that  w i l l  make the ci ty a safer  p lace,  and 
shown a great ta lent for  mul t i- task ing. I t  is  be l ieved that the c i ty wil l  cont inue to be a beaut i fu l  and 
safe place to l ive under his leadersh ip . 
       Current  c i ty counci l  membership  inc ludes:  Ronald Schul tz;  Tim Jensen; Bla ine Holmes; Jenni fer  
Canter ;  and Ted Parke.   Ted was appointed to f i l l  the counci l member posi t ion lef t  open with the 
resignat ion of Vern Holmes ef fect ive July 2002. As of August 15,  2003 there are eight  people running 
for  three counci l member  posi t ions.  Elect ion wi l l  be held November 6, 2003.   
1992-2005 
 

 Tim Wayment , was appointed as a counci l  member to f i l l  the posi t ion lef t  open  
                      wi th  the ret irement of  Don Stokes in September 1992.   Tim was then elected to serve a   
                      4 year  counci l  member term November  1993.  November 1997 he was e lected as the  
                      th i rd mayor  of  W est Haven City and re-e lected at  the November  2001 e lect ion.   T im  
                      served his second 4 year  term as Mayor which ended December 2005. At  that t ime he 
                      decided not to run again.   Many accompl ishments were made dur ing Tim’s tenure as 
counci l member and as mayor .  Among the many c i ty enhancements under h is leadersh ip as Mayor ,  
one that stands out  is  the new city complex and the beginning of  the new maintenance bu ild ing. 
1994-2001 

 
         Lynn Messenger  was e lected Mayor dur ing the November  1993 elect ion.   He 
served from January 1, 1994 to December 2001.   Lynn worked for  the real i t y of a c i ty 
arena and that  was accompl ished before he lef t  of f ice. 
 
 
 

1990-1993 
 Robert Holmes.  The beginning of a c ity to become known as The City o f West  
Haven began long before i ts incorporat ion Ju ly 1, 1991.  In order not to be annexed into 
one of the larger surrounding c i t ies, a group of  residents came together w ith an idea.  
Af ter  set t ing goals and developing a plan they chose someone they bel ieved in to lead 
the way.  Under the leadersh ip of Robert  W. Holmes , The City of West Haven was born.  
He was elected as the f irs t  Ci ty Mayor  and lead the new city through many in i t ia l t r ia ls 
and tr ibula t ions which resul ted in the bu i ld ing of a strong foundat ion unt i l  December 
1993.  The foundat ion that Mayor Homes began cont inues today and he cont inues his 

publ ic serv ice as Chairman of the West Haven Special  Serv ice Distr ic t  
 
POPULATION  

When the c ity incorporated the est imated populat ion based on the 1990 Census was 2,171.   Th is 
was the combined populat ion as designated in the census for  the W ilson and Kanesvi l le  un incorporated 
areas.  Th is populat ion c lassi f ied the c i ty as a 3rd Class munic ipa li t y which has since been changed, 
by 2003 state legis lat ion, to a 5 t h Cclass Munic ipa l i t y.   The 2000 census determined the populat ion to be 
3,976 and the est imated populat ion for  2005, made by the U.S.  Census Bureau,  is  5,558.  
 
REGULAR MEETINGS : 

The W est Haven City Counci l  ho lds i t  regular  ci t y council  meet ing on the 1 s t  and the 3 r d  
Wednesday of each month.  Th is meet ing begins at 6 :00 pm.  The W est Haven Cit y Planning 
Commission meets on the 2n d  and 4 t h  Wednesday of  each month.  Th is meeting begins at 6:00 pm. 
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CITY WIDE SEWER SYSTEM: 
A long and somet imes chaot ic road to provide a sewer system for  residents o f West Haven City 

began August 1993 with the creat ion of the WWCSSS “West Weber County Sanitary Sewer System ” 
that  was establ ished with an in ter- loca l  agreement between West  Haven City,  Hooper Water Board and 
Weber County Commission.   Eventua lly Weber  County and Hooper  W ater Dist r ict  pul led out  of the 
agreement  and the WWCSSS was terminated.  November 1995 the W HSSD “West  Haven Special  
Service Distr ict ”  was estab l ished.   
     After  hours,  days, months and years of trudging through the hi l ls and val leys of red tape and publ ic 
opin ion,  the insta l lat ion of a ci ty w ide sewer system, in  coordinat ion with Central  Weber Sewer 
Improvement Distr ic t ,  began March 2001 and was completed November 2002. To date,  al l  but a few 
residents, who could not be serviced, are now connected to the system. The goal is to provide serv ice 
to a l l  areas of the c i ty in the near fu ture. Robert W  Holmes cont inues to serve as Chairman of the 
WHSSD Board.   
 

WEST HAVEN YOUTH CITY COUNCIL  
May 1995 Gary Sessions  presented in format ion to the ci ty counci l  on developing a Youth City 

Counci l .   The purpose be ing,  to  a l low area youth to become invo lved in the po l i t ica l  process which 
teaches young people to move into po l i t ics wi th some exper ience behind them.  The Youth City 
Counci l ,  under the leadersh ip of Thelma Isaacson , was formulated in 1995 and they have s ince 
provided many vo lunteer  hours o f community serv ice to inc lude organizing a successful  Easter  Egg 
Hunt  now held annual ly for  area chi ldren, creat ing the annual f loat to represent  W est Haven City the 
Ogden Ci ty Chr istmas parade, creat ing and managing the annual Hal loween spook a l ly,  managing 
ch ildren's games dur ing our annual W est Haven Day,  part icipat ing in jo in t meet ings with o ther  area 
YCC representat ives to p lan a jo int serv ice pro ject that benef i ts several  communi t ies, and many other 
act iv i t ies.   They e lect  the ir  o ff ic ials and are g iven a smal l  budget  a t the beginning of  the f iscal  year 
which is  a lways reimbursed with their  fund raising events.   
 

WEST HAVEN PARKS COMMITTEE  
Resolut ion 11-01 estab lished pol icy for  the purpose of creat ing and govern ing the W est Haven 

City Parks Committee in November  1991.  W ithout  the combined dedicat ion 
and effor ts of  the vo lunteer members of  the parks committee, under the leadersh ip o f   Counci l  Member 
Tim Jensen,  there would be no annual  West Haven Day Celebrat ion.  A long wi th p lanning other 
community act iv i t ies throughout  the year,  the members of  th is  
committee begin in August,  each year , p lanning and prepar ing for  the W est Haven Day  Celebrat ion.  
Anyone interested in serv ing on this commit tee may contact Counci l  Member T im Jensen.  (See Counci l  
Di rectory ) 
 

ANNUAL WEST HAVEN DAY CELEBRATION : 
 
   The 3 r d  Saturday of June, each year,  is the day designated for  the annual West   
                     Haven Day ce lebrat ion.  Th is ce lebrat ion, hosted by the Mayor  and City Counci l,  is 
                     escala ted in to real i t y under the leadersh ip of  Counci l  Member Tim Jensen w ith the  
                     combined ta lents o f members of the Parks Committee, for  the benef it  of  everyone.  I t  
beg ins at 7:00 am w ith a f lag ceremony,  breakfast ,  and a s i lent  auct ion,  peppered with a var ie ty o f 
booths, food vendors,  games,  enter ta inment,  a car  show, Youth Rodeo and an Adult  Rodeo through out  
the day.   Sunset  br ings what has been re ferred to  as the best f ireworks show around and a last ing 
memory to the end of  a fun f i l led day for fami ly and fr iends.   
     The f irs t  ce lebrat ion was he ld Ju ly 4, 1994 at the W ilson Church Bowery located at  2233 South 
2700 West.   This inc luded the f lag ceremony,  breakfast,  an auct ion and some games.  W ith the 
complet ion of  the c ity park and new rodeo arena in  1997, the ce lebrat ion evolved b igger and bet ter   
each year.  July 4,  2003 marked the c i ty's 10th annual celebrat ion. After  the 2004 ce lebrat ion, the date 
was changed to the month of June to  a l low those who spend so much t ime and energy developing it  to 
share the ir  own Ju ly 4 t h  w i th  the ir  fami l ies.  
 

WEST HAVEN CITY PARK  
In 1994,  40 acres of proper ty was purchased at 2900 West 3300 South.  Th is purchase marked 

the p lant ing of the seed and gateway to fu l f i l l ing the v is ion of harvest ing the f i rs t  W est  Haven City 
Park .  Under the endless leadersh ip of Counci l  Member T im Jensen , and the undying support of the 
Mayors and City Counci l  Members , the seed was nurtured, a sol id foundat ion emerged, and today we 
have a beaut i fu l  park  that has become the hub for  act iv it ies that inc lude fami ly reunions, rodeo's,  r id ing 
c lub pract ices,  ch i ldren playing on safe equipment while others part ic ipate in basebal l ,  soccer   games,  
and beginning in 2006, footba ll .    The current enjoyment  is a resu lt  of  a mounta in of  vo lunteered t ime  
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and talent from Park  Commit tee members, a wide range of donations from residents and businesses 
within the c ity,  and endless hours of t ime spent by the c ity crew under  the direct ion of Scott  Venstra .   
 
RECREATION PROGRAM  
 1994 a lso marked the year that  Recreat ion Director ,  Pam Molen  was h ired to  he lp  
develop a recreat ion program.  Under the d irect ion of Counci l  Members T im Jensen and  Jen i Canter ,  
w ith the support of the Mayors and City Counci l  Members , Pam took the dr ivers seat and has not  
stopped yet.   She has given bir th to one of  the best recreat ion programs in the County and provided 
major  opportun i t ies for  youth,  both ins ide the c ity and outs ide, to  par t ic ipate in T-Bal l ,  basebal l ,  
sof tbal l ,  soccer , basketbal l ,  footba l l ,  specia l  ath let ic cl in ics and tournaments.  Pam’s fai th in the 
program and never ending dedicat ion and energy w il l  carry the West Haven City Recreat ion Program to 
great he ights. 
�

RIVER PARKWAY TRAIL  
CHARLES MCFARLAND JENNIFER CANTER 
     

November  1998 the c ity was awarded a grant  for  a t ra i l  way in  the 
amount of  $96,000.00 with the c i ty's cash match ing funds of  
$45,242.00.  The purpose was to bui ld a  mult i -use non-motor ized 
recreat ional  t ra i l ,  est imated to be 9 feet w ide and 6,150 feet long, 
that  would inc lude a f ishing br idge,  a tunnel  under the ra i l road 
tracks to a l low pedestr ians to safely cross 21st  Street ,  p icnic 

tab les for  picnics,  p laces to  rest  and po ints o f h istor ical  in terest a long the tra i l .   
The tra i l  was envis ioned to provide a scenic pathway that would lead to and around area 

business estab l ishments; increase act iv i t ies o ffered by area mote ls; meet object ives of  environmenta l 
groups by enhancing and preserv ing the environment; provide a much needed environmenta l ly 
educat ional pathway to adventurous exper iences for  fami ly and youth groups of a l l  ages.  

The project  would not on ly be a l ink  to  a county wide comprehensive network  p lan,  by 
connect ing W est Haven River Parkway Tra i l  w i th the W eber  County Centennia l Trai l ,  the Bonnevi l le 
Shore l ine Trai l ,  the Ogden City Trai l ,  and eventua l ly cont inu ing through Ogden Canyon into Huntsvi l le,  
i t  was s igni f icant as the reg ional network ing of these tra i ls  would a l low mul t i -use non-motor ized access 
to  sur rounding histor ica l act iv it y centers such as For t Buenaventura and the Ogden Dinosaur  Park .   

W ith the support  of the Mayors and City Counci l Members, under  the leadership o f  previous 
Counci l  Member Char les McFar land , later  jo ined by the talents, d irect ion, hours o f serv ice,  
determinat ion and undying dedicat ion of Counci l  Member Jenn ifer  Canter ,  the W est Haven River 
Parkway v is ion has become rea l i t y.    

The tra i l  current l y provides a cont inuous pathway that  begins at  a po int located on the east  s ide 
of 1900 W est and North W est s ide of 2100 South then lazi ly curves it  way a long the South s ide of  
Weber and Ogden Rivers crossing over the “Char les McFar land Br idge” (named in honour o f the 
dedicat ion and service of Char les McFar land both dur ing and af ter  h is Ci ty Counci l  Member tenure) and 
a var ie ty of land owners property who have graciously al lowed easements in  order to culminate th is 
undertak ing unt i l  i t  f inal ly reaches the ci ty l im its border ing Ogden Ci ty.    

Counci l  Member Jeni Canter  has generated grant monies, a mounta in of donated mater ia l,  cash 
donat ions, hours o f donated labour f rom area business and residents,  (wi th a special  thanks to Randy 
Mould ing,  Mould ing and Son's Excavat ion for  h is t ime,  ta lents and dol lar  donat ions) and ut i l ized them, 
a long with c i ty funds, to br ing to frui t ion a beauti ful  area for  residents and non-residents a l ike to walk ,  
run, r ide bikes or  just  enjoy a le isure ly strol l  a long the r iver  in the peaceful  surroundings. For Jeni,  i t  
has t ru ly been a labour of  love, a labour that  everyone apprecia tes.   Refer  a lso to the “River Pathw ay 
Brochure ”  for addi t iona l informat ion on how Jeni ’s  leadership has made this pro ject  a success.   
 
HISTORICAL MONUMENT AT CITY PARK  
  KENNETH BALDWIN    

 Under the d irect ion and dedicat ion of  Kenneth Baldw in , dur ing h is tenure as 
       a Ci ty Counci l  Member, who spent endless hours gather ing support and donat ions, a 

beaut i fu l h istor ical  monument was placed at the City Park ,  located at 2950 West 
3300 South,  and dedicated to the c i ty Ju ly 4 ,  2001.  � �The monument  carr ies the 
names of a l l  who donated to i ts creat ion. The monument is in honour of the history 
of the area incorporated July 1,  1991 and became The Ci ty of  West Haven.  Th is 
history is  wr i t ten on the monument as fol lows:    

Nat ive Amer icans, such as Chief L it t le Soldier  and h is band of  Ute's who l ived in Weber County 
pr ior  to the white sett lers. In  1841, Mi les Goodyear obtained a land grant  from Mexico that  inc luded 
most of W eber  County. Captain James Brown of the Mormon Batta l ion bought a l l  of  the 20 square mi les 
of  land from Goodyear . Brown later  so ld or  gave the land to set t lers.   
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WILSON COMMUNITY  

The community o f W i lson was named after  4  W ilson brothers.  Brad ley,  Lewis, Har low and 
George W ilson.  They star ted farming the area in 1854 and in 1860 they bu i l t  permanent  homes on the ir  
land. The W ilson brothers, bui l t  a br idge across the Weber River mak ing access to Ogden much easier  
than fording the r iver .  In 1879 Wilson Ir r igat ion was formed, providing water  to about 4000 acres. In 
1882 an LDS Ward was formed wi th Br igham H. Bingham as bishop. They later  bu i l t  a  chapel a t a cost 
of  $3000. 

In 1874 the W ilson School D istr ict  was formed and a one room adobe school house was bui l t .  
Later  the W ilson school was bu i l t  on this same si te . I t  operated from 1907 to 1966 and those in the 1st  
to  9 th grades at tended. 

In 1898, the Ogden Sugar Company bu i l t  a factory in W ilson. This was a great f inancia l benef it  
for  the farmers, provid ing them with a cash crop and employment . I t  was the means br ing ing e lectr ic  
power and the te lephone to W i lson. 

Bui ld ing I -15 freeway has brought many changes to the area in recent years. 
 
KANESVILLE COMMUNITY  

The f i rs t  sett lers in the sect ion of Weber County that  became known as Kanesvi l le were Or in  
Hedlock,  John Atk in, and Calv in C. W i lson,  who located there in  1868.  The area was f irs t  known as  
Northeast  Hooper.  In 1882 the co lon ists pet it ioned the W eber  County Cour t for a school d ist r ict .  The 
set t lers erected a schoolhouse in 1884 and the f irs t  teacher was Georg ina Geer tsen.  Th is bu i ld ing 
served for  a l l  pub l ic  funct ions inc luding church meet ings unt i l  1892.  

Dur ing the ear l y per iod sett lers had to  go Ogden or  Hooper for  the ir  mai l .  Later  a post  of f ice was 
establ ished known as the F lorence Post  Of f ice. Peter  B. Peterson was the postmaster  and Joe W int le 
mai l  carr ier .   

In 1886 the Kanesvi l le  ward was formed, wi th Peter  B.  Peterson as b ishop.  Apost le John Taylor  
suggested that the area be named Kanesvi l le in honor of Colonel  Thomas L. Kane a l i fe long fr iend of  
the Lat ter  Day Saints.  The sett lers earned their  l iv ing through farming. .  Water  for  farming was suppl ied 
by W ilson, W eber  Davis and Hooper  Ir r igat ion companies.  
 
WEST HAVEN ESTABLISHED JULY 1991  

In 1990, residents of  Kanesvi l le and W ilson voted to incorporate the area into a c ity.   They 
chose the name of  West  Haven. W est Haven, Utah became incorporated as a munic ipal  corporat ion on 
Ju ly 1, 1991 as a th ird c lass c i ty.  The c i ty was formed to keep a rura l  community wi th order ly growth.  
The eastern end of the c i ty is  zoned commercial  and many businesses have located there.  

 
* ****************************************************************** 
NOTE: 
Most h istor ies begin at the beginning.  Th is one begins in the current moment re f lect ing back to the 
beginn ing so current h istory can be added each year .  W e hope i t  has been informat ive. 
 


